CHECKPOINT CHARLIE
Postage Stamps Comics by Ori Alon

A short time after the building of the Berlin Wall, 18yearold Peter
Fechter tried to escape East Germany and was shot by the guards next to
Checkpoint Charlie, the main crossing between East and West Berlin. He
fell between the wire fence and the cement wall, and due to mutual fear,
received no medical treatment from either side. He was bleeding for 59
minutes before he died. This collection is dedicated to his memory.
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After the fall of the Berlin Wall in 1989, many people in the West began
using Neil Young’s 
Keep on Rockin’ In The Free World as the unofficial
anthem to celebrate the victory. Most of them enjoyed the catchy chorus
but didn’t know that the song was actually a harsh criticism of the Reagan
and Bush administrations and the despair, poverty and violence that were
the results of their policies (“there’s a lot of people sayin’ we’d be better off
dead… We got a thousand points of light for the homeless man, we got a
kinder, gentler, machine gun hand.”) This celebration through selfcriticism
was an ultimate example of the freedom of speech that didn’t exist in the
Eastern Block. 25 years later, UnAmerican presidential candidate Donald
Trump also misused the song for his rally. The Cold War dissolved into the
War on Drugs and the War on Terrorism, but perhaps all of these are just
parts of one big war we’re living with.
Enjoy reading,

Ori

In some countries children are fearful of blue sky and prefer grey ones, as
US drones cannot attack in cloudy weather. Learn more at 
bit.ly/1vqXTV1

At the age of 17, Freddie Mercury fled the war in Zanzibar into the UK. At
the same age Adolf Hitler tried twice to enter the Vienna Academy of Arts
and sold his paintings in the streets of Vienna. Hitler also took his art
supply to WWI and used to draw in his free time as a soldier. Both Hitler
and Mercury had a powerful (and somewhat similar) stage presence that
mesmerized tens of thousands of people during rock concerts and public
speeches.

Both Gandhi and Chaplin had sexual interactions with teenagers.

“Sorry”
After WWII, West Germany took complete responsibility for the crimes
committed by Nazi Germany. Over the years West Germany and later
Germany paid 772 million Euros to individual Holocaust survivors and
approximately 24 billion dollars in support of the state of Israel. Economists
claim that the German financial support to Israel in the early fifties was vital
to the building of the new state and just recently Germany gave Israel a
382milliondollars discount on the sale of a large missile boat.
This is a unique phenomenon in human history, as no other nation ever
provided such level of compensation and apologized so thoroughly for a
largescale crime. The US apology and compensation for slavery, Jim
Crow, genocide of Indigenous People and Agent Orange are merely
symbolic compared to Germany’s financial, political, cultural and
educational response to the Holocaust.

One People, One Nation, One Leader (
Ein 
Volk
, ein Reich, ein Führer
), the
most popular Nazi slogan 
that appeared on countless posters and in
publications
. Recently Hebrew signs with that slogan and a Jewish star
were used in an extreme Right rally in Tel Aviv.
Adolf Hitler won only a third of the votes, and the Nazi Party had only 2
million members (3% of the population) in the last democratic election in
1933, and that was enough to establish a totalitarian regime. If fascist
leader Trump is nominated to be the 2016 GOP presidential candidate,
he's likely to get about half of the votes in the General Election, including
the 30 million GOP members (more than 10% of the population) who are
unlikely to leave the party if lead by a fascist. That means that today in the
US, there are far more active and passive fascists than there were in
Germany in 1933. The majority of the people who voted for Hitler, as well
as the millions of soldiers of the Wehrmacht, weren't psychopaths, perhaps
just light racists who experienced some financial difficulties. The SS and
the Gestapo had about 400,000 members  fewer than 1% of Germans
which is the normal rate of psychopaths in a society. They were the ones
who terrorized most of Europe, enslaved millions of people in forced labor
camps and ran the death camps in which 11 millions Jews, leftists, Roma
and homosexuals died.

(The Boxer / Simon & Garfunkel)
Poverty is a common catalyst for great humor and great violence. Chaplin,
Hitler and Stalin all experienced poverty growing up.

Peace Corps Torah

Recently, The Hebrew School where I teach visited a nearby military
base, as many educational institutions often do. It was the first time in 11
years I entered a military base, and my reaction was unexpected and
intense and led me to revisit some painful memories from my “service”.
Militarism can be expressed through dropping bombs, but it is more
frequently done so through the subtle details of human interaction  the
tone of voice and silly jokes an American veteran shares with me just
because I'm an Israeli veteran; the casual bullying a younger cadet
experiences at the hands of his seniors; the sexism; the look in children’s
eyes when they see soldiers; the fact that it's OK for army recruiters to
harass teenagers in shopping malls and in telephone calls. In 
Peace Corps
Torah (Torah = Bible or any form of spiritual teaching) we see reality as it
is  human rights, compassion, humor, science and justice are more noble
and important than fascism, violence and mass shootings. However, 
If we
read reality through the lens of militarism, we may see the importance of
things upsidedown. I covered the faces of the soldiers and students to
symbolize the invisibility of PTSD. Many of the people we meet have been
through serious traumas, as veterans, victims of domestic violence, car
accidents and more, and we’re usually not aware of it.
After the visit I expressed my deep disappointment that my spiritual
community had endorsed the Iraq and Afghanistan Wars and idolized the
army. The silence and the verbal response I got show how deeply
uncomfortable liberal people are talking about Militarism in our society. At
the age of eighteen I was forced to hold a gun and got training to kill other
human beings. Comfortable or not, it’s my duty to talk about it.

Almost every hour a US veteran commits suicide, more than 6,000 a year.
In many years there are more deployed soldiers who commit suicide than die
in combat. Like 30% of soldiers in duty, I too have reached such a level of
despair that I considered that option. I d
on't think I'll ever forgive the army for
making me face that question, and I vow to share these numbers and
stories as widely and provocatively as possible, especially with teenagers
and people who support and promote wars. We have warning notes on
cigarettes and cough syrup. I see no reason why military recruiting teams
don't inform the teenagers they interact with in public spaces about the
emotional, moral and physical dangers of the product they're selling them.
And if they don't do it, perhaps we can inform the teenagers in our lives
about it.

Hitler and I have a lot of things in common. We both had bad experiences
with art schools, weren't satisfied with our army service and spent our free
time there creating art, we both had some form of PTSD, both of us lost our
fathers at a young age, and both of us have a history of revoking people's
basic rights*. I don't know why he became a mass murderer and I became a
guy who writes silly things on Facebook.

Drink a beer with me!

*The revocation of Congressman Sean Patrick Maloney Forgiver’s
License Class A over his vote against Syrian refugees created a delicate
situation for the 
Empowering Clerks Network
. Many recipients of services
supported the ECN resolution, but others criticized the act which they
considered to be a violation of ECN regulations. In order to resolve this
complex question, the 
Center for Supportive Bureaucracy nominated a
special emergency committee that concluded that according to 78954/A6,
the right to forgive is irrevocable
. This was by far the largest crisis in the
history of the Playful Paperwork movement, with more than 30 comments
on Facebook, the majority of them regarding grammar mistakes I made in
the revocation letter. Bottom line, like Hitler I lead an organization that has
a problematic history of revoking basic rights.

In January 2015 Islamic fundamentalists killed 11 people in Paris, most of
them French cartoonists of the satirical magazine Charlie Hebdo. More
than 40 world leaders and 3.7 million people gathered to protest the attack.
Some of the leaders who marched have violently and consistently
oppressed journalists themselves (see list here  
bit.ly/1BkUQSs
.)

See more postage comics, including the Complete Dialogues of Lincoln &
Hendrix, Hitler & Me, Patriot Act and other works by Ori Alon  The Magic
Bagel children book series, A Jew Killed, Third Temple and more at
www.issuu.com/orialon

Visit the Center for Supportive Bureaucracy, a worldwide organization that
specalizes in issuing official documents by Empowering Clerks such as the
Forgiver’s License (Class A&B), Joy Permits, DIY Certificates of
Recognition, Refurbished Report Cards, Certified Apology Declarations,
Pain Deeds, Adults Special Achievement Stickers and more at
www.supportivebureaucracy.org

If you enjoyed this booklet, please consider contributing via PayPal to
oribeacon@gmail.com
or 
pay it forward 
to another cause you believe in.
Thank you.

A
digital
version
of
this
collection
is
available
at
issuu.com/orialon/docs/checkpointcharlie
, and you are welcome to share it
with your friends. If you’re interested in publishing this collection in any
format other than your personal social media page please contact me with
a brief description of your publication, an explanation of why your
publication right for my work and if you’re interested in sharing, tell me a
little bit about your childhood. Please send a $2.99 submission fee via
PayPal with your application. Due to the large number of applications I
won’t be able to reply to each one personally.

Thanks to Ana Joanes, Michael O’Brien, Norman Fischer, Deb Davidovits,
Jessica Simkovic, Yoav Segall, Brent Spodek, Amir Harash, Victor L.
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